
 
Tempe City Council 
Omni Tempe Hotel at ASU – 16th Floor 
7 East University Drive, Tempe, Arizona 
Virtual meeting option also available 
Tuesday, September 19, 2023 – 4:00 PM  
 

 
TEMPE CITY COUNCIL AND TEMPE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 

COMMISSION JOINT MEETING AGENDA 
 

Members of the City Council and Development Review Commission may attend virtually or by 
electronic means.  

 
Parking Options for Meeting Attendees: 

• City Hall Parking Garage located at 117 East Fifth Street – Free Parking 
• Valet Parking at the Omni Tempe Hotel at ASU – Paid Parking 
• Closest Streetcar stop is at Ninth Street and Mill Avenue 
• Other options include: Walk, Bike, or Bus 

 
Members of the public may also attend the meeting virtually through Microsoft 
Teams by clicking here.  
 
Teams Meeting ID: 234 941 020 655    
Passcode: tgDpYj  
Or call in (audio only): 480-498-8745  
Phone Conference ID: 308 050 021# 
 
Legal Advice:  If necessary, the City Council may vote to recess or adjourn to executive session for 
the purpose of obtaining legal advice from the Council’s attorney on any matter listed on the 
agenda pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3). 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

1A. Meeting Presentation 
 
2. Downtown Tempe Development Vision 
 

2A. Downtown Entitlements (Heights, Density, Use) and 3D Modeling Study 
 

2B. Parking and Traffic Management  
 

2C. Design Guidelines (above and beyond Code standards) (pedestrian scale 
facades, step-backs, Mill Avenue Historic design treatment, building 
materials, Character Area 3, Downtown Community Design Principles) 

 
2D. Open Space 

 
2E. Public Realm – Streetscape Design and Amenities 

 
3. Future Meeting Dates and Future Meeting Topics 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YWMxODRjMDItNGVlZC00NWNkLTkzYjAtNjIyODg3MGM2MjEy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22727d541c-0af1-45f6-abf3-34c2cf4483fe%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%226ffeb394-0d93-4ae3-b445-d792277f27d1%22%7d
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4. ADJOURNMENT 

The next scheduled Tempe City Council and Tempe Development Review 
Commission Joint Meetings are January 17, 2024, and May 13, 2024.  

 
 

 
According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the City Council may only discuss matters listed on 
the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons 
with disabilities.  Special assistance can be provided for sight and/or hearing impaired persons at 
public meetings.  To accommodate attendees with allergies, breathing conditions, or multiple 
chemical sensitivities, please do not smoke or wear scented products when attending this 
meeting.  To request an accommodation to participate in the City Council meeting, please contact 
the City Clerk’s Office with 72 hours’ notice to ensure availability at (480) 350-4311 (voice), 7-1-1 
(Relay users), or clerk@tempe.gov.   

 

mailto:clerk@tempe.gov


City Council & DRC 
Joint Meeting 

September 19, 2023



1) Call to Order



History
2004 - The Council vision and direction of high-rise development for Downtown 
with Centerpoint Condominium towers (started in 2005, stalled in 2008, finished 
in 2011, now called W6) 
2006 - Downtown Community Design Principles, includes vision statement
2007 - Draft Urban Open Space plan, NOT adopted/accepted by City Council
2011 - Mill+Lake District – Streetscape Principles + Guidelines
2015 - Town Lake Vision Retreat with City Council, emphasized height, unique 
and nautical/lake-inspired buildings
2016 Downtown Tempe Authority’s Open Space plans (activating public/private areas)

2017-2020 - Urban Core Masterplan, other supporting Codes (indefinite hold by 
City)
2023-24 - Tempe Refresh, Mill Avenue & 5th Street Streetscape (PENDING const.)



Downtown Entitlements

Heights, Density & Use
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 Building Design

 Walkable streets/alleys

 Circulation & Connectivity

 Preservation & Placemaking

 Public Art

 Retail/Housing Options
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Downtown Heights Inventory
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Downtown Entitlements

3D modeling of Downtown Tempe (work-in-progress)
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Parking and Traffic Management
Tempe Parking Tiers
City-wide parking
1-bed unit = 1.5 spaces; 2-bed unit = 2 spaces; 3-bed unit = 2.5 spaces + 

(guest .2/unit)

Office/Retail = 1/300 sf.; Restaurant Use = 1/75 sf.; Bar = 1/50 sf.
TOD parking reductions

.75 spaces/bed: 1-bed = .75 spaces; 2-bed @ 1.5 spaces; 3-bed = 2.25 spaces + (guest)

Office/Retail = (25-50% of parking waived) 1/300 sf. thereafter
Downtown Parking Standards (CC District) since 2016

Commercial Uses (retail, restaurant, bar) – 1st 5,000 sf. waived, 1/500 sf. thereafter

Studio – 2 bed units = .5 space/bed; 3+ bed units = .3 spaces/bed (guest .1/unit, waived if 
commercial)
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Parking continued…
Project example:
Mark-Taylor project 260 units
120 1-bed units; 114 2-bed units; 26 3-bed units

• City-wide parking = 525 parking spaces required

• TOD parking reductions = 372 parking spaces required

• Downtown parking standards = 223 parking spaces required                       (less with commercial)
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Traffic Management and
Private Development
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Traffic Studies and Analysis Tools
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Safety -
Needs Study

Traffic Signal 
Optimization

Traffic Impact Study

Traffic Simulation Model
(Microscopic, mesoscopic, macroscopic)

Performed by city staff based on requests from a resident or 
community member or based on city staff observations

Performed by a traffic consultant to optimize signal 
timing to move traffic on a corridor

Performed by a traffic consultant to identify how a 
development might impact the transportation system.  The 
City now requires a Trip Reduction Plan (TRP) as part of study

Typically created by a traffic consultant to model traffic 
movements sometime in the future.  Snapshot in time 
and assumes underlying conditions and assumptions 
are accurate (i.e. Small Area Transportation Study)



Transportation Impact Studies
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• A Transportation Impact Study (TIS) is a study which 
assesses the effects that a development’s traffic will 
have on the transportation system and the community

• Level 1 TIS – required when a development is 
expected to generate 75 or more new trips during 
the am or pm peak hour

• Level 2 TIS – required when a development 
proposal is expected to generate 150 or more new 
trips during the am or pm peak hour. 



Trip Reduction Plans
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• A Trip Reduction Plan (TRP) shall identify 
the transportation demand management 
(TDM) strategies or policies that reduce 
the travel demand or redistribute that 
demand in space or in time
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Congestion 
Reduction
Strategies

Traffic 
Management

Infrastructure

Technology

Operational 
Improvements

Transportation 
Demand 

Management

Convenient 
Transportation 

System



Strategies and Mitigation Measures
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Infrastructure
• Intersection Improvements, bus pullouts, pedestrian/bike

grade separation, multi-modal improvements, curb
management

Technology
• Signalized intersection detection (Adaptive Signal Control),

Streetcar EMTRAC, ITS CCTV Cameras
Operational Improvements
• Incident Response, minimize peak hour barricade

restrictions and active traffic management in the
Transportation Management Center (TMC)

Transportation Demand Management
• Support existing businesses with commute options, establish 

a Transportation Management Association (TMA) and 
continued requirement of Trip Reduction Plans



TDM/TMA/Mobility Hubs Phase II
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Phase II Scope
• Develop organizational model between key collaborators 

to advance and launch a TMA
• Work with 3-employers to develop trip reduction 

strategies that fit different scales of employers
• Advance Mobility Hubs
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Questions?



Design Guidelines

Pedestrian scale facades
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Design Guidelines

Mill Ave Historic design treatment 
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Design Guidelines
Building materials
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Design Guidelines Step-backs
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Open Space
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Public Realm
Streetscape design and amenities
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Future Meetings & Agenda Topics
Tempe City Council & DRC Joint Meeting dates:
Wednesday, January 17th2024    &    Monday, May 13th

Potential Topics of Interest:
- Possible Improvements to North Tempe/Scottsdale Road Corridor
- Exploring Economic Development Opportunities at certain Shopping Centers
- Consensus items pulled out of the Urban Core Masterplan efforts
- Other topics?
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Adjournment
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